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Marking tools 
The measuring tools associated with timber are used to measure lengths and angles. The most common tools are: 
•ruler - for measuring shorter lengths, widths and thicknesses
•tape measure - for measuring long distances, particularly in the building trade 
•try square - for marking out angles that are 90 degrees to an edge 
•mitre square - for marking out angles that are 45 degrees to an edge
PROCESSES
HAND CUTTING – refers to cutting and shaping of materials using hand 
tolls such as saws and files.
VACUUM FORMING – is the process of heating a sheet of hips and forming 
it over a made product or mould. Examples are plastic cereal bowls.
CAD/CAM – stands for Computer Aided Design & Computer Aided 
Manufacture. This refers to products that are design on a computer and a 
machine is used to manufacture them.
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MATERIALS
MDF – is a manufactured board made from fibres that have been 
compressed in a resin. It is a cheap alternative, easy to work with however 
not very good quality.
PLYWOOD – is a manufactured board made by gluing thin sheets of wood 
together. It is very strong and durable but can splinter.
ACRYLIC – is a thermoforming plastic – it comes in a range of colours and 
sheet sizes. It has a colourful shiny finish but can shatter when being cut.
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