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What is Key Stage 4?
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You need to develop the core, general knowledge that 
prepares you for ALL possibilities in life

You need to move towards a style of learning that is 
independent and no longer dependent on your teachers

You need to try out and explore possibilities to help you 
make the right decision at 16

Year 9 Options
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Year 9 Options

What do we mean by ‘options’?
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Year 9 Options

What do we mean by ‘options’?

Necessary
Desirable
Worth trying
Not worth the effort
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Year 9 Options

Does everyone get the same choice?
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Year 9 Options

What are we looking at?
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Options

Necessary
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Options

English
You will ALL do English language AND English 
Literature



Subject Name Here
at Southmoor Academyat Southmoor Academy

Options

Maths
You will ALL do Maths
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Options

Science
You will ALL do Science – but there are two different ways you 
might do it.

1. Combined Science (you get TWO GCSE grades)

2. Separates (you get THREE grades, one each for Physics, 
Biology and Chemistry)

You do not need to choose- your teachers will decide which is 
appropriate for you
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Options

PE
You will ALL do PE – but you have several options as to how 
much you do.

1. Core PE (2 periods a week, just physical activity – no 
qualification gained)

2. Sport (Vocational) as an extra qualification (2 periods a 
week – combination of physical activity and classroom 
work)

3. Sport (Vocational) option - plus Core PE (4.5 periods 
total per week)

4. GCSE PE - plus Core PE (4.5 periods total per week)
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Options

Personal Development
You will ALL do Personal Development – but you will 
not gain a qualification



Subject Name Here
at Southmoor Academyat Southmoor Academy

Options

Desirable
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Options

Academic subjects
These are subjects that will allow you to do tasks and 
think about ways of working that support further 
study at sixth form and university
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Options

Humanities
ALL of you will do History OR Geography
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Options

Languages
MANY of you will do Languages
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Vocational subjects
You SHOULD pick at least one vocational subject

These are subjects that will allow you to do tasks and 
think about ways of working that have more direct 
links to the workplace
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Options

Creative subjects
These are subjects that will allow you to do tasks and 
think about ways of working that are more 
independent and creative
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Options

You are preparing for a future you do not yet know





Guidance and support during Year 10 and 11

• Year 10 and 11 Personal Development lessons

• Opportunity to attend taster lessons and visits

• 1:1 Careers Guidance interviews with Mrs Robinson



For further support, advice and guidance
Opportunity for parents to speak to Mrs. Robinson for guidance and support:

• Monday 23 January between 8:45am and 4:30pm
• Tuesday 24 January between 8:45am and 4:30pm
• Wednesday 25 January between 10am and 6pm

15-minute telephone conversations – all booked through the Parents' Evening 
booking system

Opportunity for students to speak to Mrs. Robinson for guidance & support:

• Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays

To book a time, visit the Careers Hub or speak to Head of Year

• Some students will be given an appointment w/c 30 January for a group 
interview

Mrs. Robinson will be 
available at the Year 
9 Progress Evening 
on Wednesday 1 
February





For further support, advice and guidance

Weekly Careers Bulletin

Other useful links:
• https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
• https://successatschool.org
• https://icould.com




